United States Patent |9

Petrecca et al.

US005781894A

5,781,894
Jul. 14, 1998

1111 Patent Number:
(451 Date of Patent:

{54] METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR ADVERTISING
ON PERSONAL COMPUTERS

[76] Inventors: Anthony Petrecca. 142 Washington
Ave.; Michael Kollar. 2400 Hudson
Terrace 2N. both of Fort Lee. N.J.
07024 Robin Whitney. 1127
Washington St.. Hoboken, N.J. 07030

[21] Appl No.: 514,223
[22] Filed: Aug. 11, 1995

{511 Int. CL° GOGF 17/60
{521 US.CL 705/14
(58] Field of Search 3957214, 216.

395/205; 705/5. 14, 16

[56] References Cited
U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS

5,105,184  4/1992 Pirani et al. .oveeeeeeeereceeseeees 345/115
5,199,066 3/1993 Logan 380/4
5305195 4/1994 Murphy .

OTHER PUBLICATIONS

Yamada, Ken, Developers eye online registration options,
Computer Reseller News. pp. 2. Jun. 5, 1995.

Primary Examiner—QGail O. Hayes

Assistant Examiner——Barton L. Bainbridge
Attorney, Agent, or Firm—Eliot S. Gerber

571 ABSTRACT

An advertising system to be used with personal computers
which enables sponsors to present advertisements or com-
mercials to a user during periods of waiting-time which are
inherent in normal computer use. A segment of a software
product contains one or more sponsors’ audio. visual. or
multi-modality messages. The advertising system chooses
one of these messages and presents it to the user of the
computer during the times that the user is not normally able
to use the keyboard of the computer because information is
being loaded up or sent out. Such times occur during the
start-up of a program or during the sending of information
from the computer to a peripheral device such as a printer.
modem. or fax. The advertisement. or sequence of
advertisements. may be chosen based upon the amount of
time which the computer will need to achieve a task before
being ready for mew input from the user. A system is
disclosed in which the user is allowed to choose to activate
an advertising system in return for receiving some type of
compensation.
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